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2001 AWARDS

Far West Division
Finds National Gold
In Sacramento

Dave Ritchie - FWD Awards Coordinator

Our annual Far West Division awards banquet was held
during our summer division meeting in Sacramento. Leading
off, Daryl Whitcher presented Certificates of Appreciation to
staff members who had served in division positions during
his tenure as Division Director. Outgoing Region Directors
John Tannaci and Chuck Herbert were also awarded Certifi-
cates of Appreciation for past efforts. Dave Ritchie was pre-
sented with the Division Director’s Award.

Division Director Ray Bryan then took over the presen-
tations and called Daryl back to the podium to receive

E—

honors as Outstand-
ing Nordic Patroller.
Susan Kaempfer |
received the trophy
for Outstanding Aux-
iliary Patroller. Our
Outstanding Pro-
fessional ~ Patroller
plaque went to Eric
Knudson. Janice
Waits was awarded
the Outstanding :
Administrative Patrol- -

ler trophy. Patrol Rep- €, e~
resentative  Richard Ken Bergman was honored as
Roth received the QOutstanding Alpine Patroller.

; ; Photo by Merryl Chewni
Outstanding Award in oto by Merryl Chewning

that category. Our Outstanding Instructor, Jim Otto, was
runner-up nationally and received a silver merit star for that
honor.

a Meritorious Service Award. Ken Bergmann, who had
previously entertained us with his after dinner show, was

named Outstanding Alpine Patroller. Larry Crawford took .
Continued on page 9

Perception is Everything

Your Division Director tries some new arguments to again pursue a subject about which he is very
passionate. Positive change in our perception for the future. If you have spent any time discussing divi-
sion issues, you have probably heard some of this before

Ray Bryan - Division Director
together to change some of our old and at times misguided perceptions of the NSP to make any significant
changes with the goal of improving ski patrolling in the Far West. I have come to understand from my
eight years on the national board that some decades ago the perception of the NSP evolved differently in

» the Far West than in other parts of the country. Simply stated, somehow the perception has evolved that
the NSP is not the training and credentialing association for every patroller. It has been my observation that this percep-
tion exists only here, in our back yard. Here, the NSP has become perceived as the association of volunteer ski patrolling,
creating differences in the way you interact with the non-NSP patroller and your ski patrol department. Many of you don’t

It is said that perception is everything. I believe we must work

recognize these differences because the evolution has taken place over many years. It has become part of your culture.
Changing this perception is possibly the greatest opportunity and challenge we have before us as a division.

In most of the nation the ski patrol department has a common bond from their membership in the NSP, while the lack
of this same bond can be divisive in the Far West. Membership in the NSP represents 98% of all ski patrollers in the US.
Since membership in the FWD consists primarily of volunteers, the hundreds of patrollers who are non-members in this
division alone account for much of the NSP’s missing 2%. Again, the perception that the NSP is for volunteers. Changing
this perception would significantly increase FWD membership. Elsewhere, the NSP is a membership association of every
patroller. This is further evidenced by the over 2500 paid patrollers who are NSP members; more paid patrollers than our
entire Far West Division membership. Entire departments exist at areas in the Rockies with no volunteers, but complete

membership in the NSP.
Continued on page 2
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